
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 13, 2011 
Title:  Christ-Exalting and Word-Centered  
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: We are a Christ-Exalting and Word-Centered Fellowship in our Corporate 

Worship and Biblical Exposition. 
 
Introduction:  
Our official doctrinal statement, as found in our Constitution, is a broad and inclusive 
document.  Its intent is to identify us within evangelical/orthodox Christianity.  Its purpose is 
inclusive toward the believing and exclusive toward the unbelieving. 
 
The preface to the Constitution includes the following purpose statement: “The purpose of a 
Doctrinal Statement is to put in writing the basic elements of Biblical truth.  Since the times of 
the New Testament, those who believe its special revelation have intentionally articulated the 
ideas of Scripture in precise words.  The intent is never to add to Scripture, but to be exact and 
precise.  It is also to make available to the inquirer what a voluntarily assembled group of like-
minded people believe in common.”  It is in this spirit that the doctrinal statement is to be 
examined. 
 
The 5 Solas of the Reformation 
 

• Sola Scriptura - By Scripture Alone (2 Tim. 3:15-17) 

• Solus Christus - In Christ Alone (Eph. 2:8-10; Col. 1:15-17) 

• Sola Gratia - By Grace Alone (Eph. 2:8-10) 

• Sola Fide - By Faith Alone (Eph. 2:8-10) 

• Soli Deo Gloria - Glory To God Alone (Eph. 3:20, 21) 
 
There is a sixth statement that we believe is equally applicable coming from the Reformed 
tradition and it is, “Semper Reformanda – Always Reforming.” 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

 
What are our 
Core Values? 

 
What is their Focus? 

 
What is their 

Targeted Action? 

Christ-Exalting Worship Corporate Worship 

Word-Centered Instruction Biblical Exposition 

Grace-Based Fellowship Body Life 

Global-Impacting Evangelism Church Planting/Mercy Ministries 
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The Problem: 
We have so celebrated the individual we have forgotten the community.  And the community 
is larger than our own immediate geographically defined assembly. 
Questions: 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
1. The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the centrality of Jesus Christ in the manifestation 

and worship of God as Trinity. 
2. The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose the Scripture as the primary means of knowing 

God. 
3. The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of knowing God in a loving relationship with 

Him. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. We are a Christ-Exalting Fellowship in our Corporate Worship 
 

A. There is only one God (i.e. Monotheism) 
 
“That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the persons, 
nor dividing the substance.” (The Athanasian Creed) 
 
 

We confess with the early church . . . 
There is one body and 

one Spirit, just as also you were called in 
one hope of your calling; 

one Lord, 
one faith, 

one baptism, 
one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all (Eph. 4:4-6). 

 
1. Monotheism is biblical 
2. Monotheism is historical 
3. Monotheism is global 

 
B. Existing in three persons (i.e., Trinitarian) 

 
“And in the Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another, but all 
three Persons are co-eternal together and co-equal. So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the 
Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshipped.” (The Athanasian Creed) 
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We confess with the early church . . . 
There is one body and 

one Spirit, just as also you were called in 
one hope of your calling; 

one Lord, 
one faith, 

one baptism, 
one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all (Eph. 4:4-6). 

 
The Christian doctrine of the Trinity, one of the most important in mainstream Christian 
faith, teaches the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three persons (Greek: hypostases) 
in one divine Being (Greek: Ousia), called the Godhead.  
 
God exists as three persons but is one God, meaning that God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit have exactly the same nature or being as God the Father in every way. Whatever 
attributes and power God the Father has, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit have as 
well. "Thus, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are also eternal, omnipresent, 
omnipotent, infinitely wise, infinitely holy, infinitely loving, omniscient."  
 
The doctrine developed from the biblical language used in New Testament passages such 
as the baptismal formula in Matthew 28:19 and took substantially its present form by the 
end of the 4th century as a result of controversies concerning the proper sense in which to 
apply to God and Christ terms such as "person", "nature", "essence", and "substance". 

  
Trinitarianism contrasts with Nontrinitarian positions which include Binitarianism (one 
deity/two persons), Unitarianism (one deity/one person), the Oneness belief held by 
certain Pentecostal groups, Modalism, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints' 
view of the Godhead as three separate beings who are one in purpose rather than essence. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity 

 

1. The Trinity is biblical 
2. The Trinity is historical 
3. The Trinity is global 

 
We are created to worship.  That desire is foundational to all we do. Due to our sin nature, we 
have misdirected our worship to ourselves and the material world. These things are not in 
themselves evil but they are not the point.  They are signs which should point us to God. At 
WBC we believe that God is the first cause of all things and that the end of all things is His 
glory alone. Worshipping God through music is one of the most regular and unifying forms of 
worship that our family engages in. 
 
According to Revelation 4, worship is the creature’s response to seeing God in truth.   Also in 
John’s vision we see that worship is the act of a community.  Worship is all about God and our 
passionate response to Him. The response is not the point; only God matters. 
 



 

 

4 

As a fellowship we are convinced that God the Father is glorified as the Son is exalted.  This is 
the thrust of Philippians 2:9-11, “Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”  It is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to lift 
high the Son of God (John 15:26; 16:14).  In our worship our passion is to put Jesus Christ 
center-stage.  He is our reality. 
 
Despite humanity’s rebellion, God wrote into the story both a deliverer and deliverance.  God 
said He would become what He created in order to rescue the rebel from their rebellion.  In 
this great work, He would retain all that He is as God and take upon Himself the full nature of 
the created, yet without sin.  He would become the one who offered and the object offered.  He 
would be the answer to the question.  The demand made would be equally met.  The Story 
written contains many mysteries that appear prohibited from exhaustively knowing.  Here is 
one of them.  God exists in three persons.  His essence is singular; His person is plural.  In the 
function of this triune existence there is a harmonious submission to each other internally.  In 
the being of their existence there is indivisible and undivided equality.  Yet in this mystery the 
Father sent the Son under the power of the Holy Spirit to become The Story’s Hero who would 
work to save the rebel, His people, from their sins and adopt them as sons.  Therefore . . .  
 

• Sunday morning worship is the primary gathering of our church family  
 

• The fellowship within the Trinity is reflected in the joyful communion with one 
another. 

 

• We come to a deeper understanding of God the Father as we focus on His Son through 
the Holy Spirit by means of the Word in music, proclamation and ordinances (i.e. the 
Lord’s Table and believer’s baptism). 

 
To God alone be the glory! We endeavor to center our thoughts on God and His Son Jesus 
Christ and to know Him and respond to Him through the power of His Holy Spirit.  Man-
centeredness must be avoided at all costs. 
 
As worshippers we desire to hold excellence in our right hand and simplicity in our left. Both 
excellence and simplicity are necessary to provide a platform that is sturdy enough to stand 
upon and declare truth but does not attract attention to the platform itself. This is where 
cultural relevance comes into play and deferring to one another out of reverence for Christ 
(Ephesians 5:21). For the sake of God and His glory may we continue to decrease and Christ 
increase. 
 
The late Robert Webber, New Testament Scholar and Church Historian, has led a charge of 
calling the Church back to its biblical and historical roots.  He has written extensively on this 
idea in his series titled, Ancient Future Worship.  Listen to his insight as to a Theo-centric 
worship service. 
 

“Today, we call Evangelicals to turn away from modern theological methods that reduce 
the gospel to mere propositions, and from contemporary pastoral ministries so compatible 
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with culture that they camouflage God's story or empty it of its cosmic and redemptive 
meaning. In a world of competing stories, we call Evangelicals to recover the truth of God's 
word as the story of the world, and to make it the centerpiece of Evangelical life.” 
http://www.ancientfutureworship.com/afw_wkshps.html 

 
“We call Evangelicals to turn away from forms of worship that focus on God as a mere 
object of the intellect or that assert the self as the source of worship. Such worship has 
resulted in lecture-oriented, music-driven, performance-centered and program-controlled 
models that do not adequately proclaim God's cosmic redemption.” 
http://www.ancientfutureworship.com/afw_wkshps.html 

 
Friend, whatever else we might be, let us be a place where sinner and saint alike come to find 
God manifested in the flesh.  Let this be a place where Jesus Christ is lifted high for all to see. 
 

II. We are a Word-Centered Fellowship in our Biblical Exposition 
 
In a world that believes in no absolutes, we believe the Word of God, the Bible, affords us the 
only and final objective authority known to man (Prov. 30:5, 6; 2 Tim. 3:15-17).  It is the final 
court of appeal, the answer to every question and the silencer of every argument (Ps. 119:105).  
We delight to know we have in our possession the very Words of God.  Our Word-Centered 
approach to biblical exposition is supported by three pillars. 
 

A. Our Word-Centeredness is biblical 
 

14 “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, 
knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have 
known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that 
the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:14-17). 

 
20 “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own 
interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Pet. 1:20, 21). 

 
As it relates to the Bible, we believe in the God-breathed (i.e., inspiration), perfect (i.e., 
inerrant), and life-guiding (i.e., infallible) nature of our sacred text.  Friend, we preach the text 
and this text is historically and universally held as sacred. 
 

B. Our Word-Centeredness is historical 
 

13 “Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, 
the treasure which has been entrusted to you” (2 Tim. 1:13, 14). 
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1 “You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 The things 
which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 Suffer hardship with me, as a 
good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1-3). 
 
“Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I 
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all handed down to the saints” (Jude 3). 

 
We believe the faith we hold to has been held to by the apostles and our faith ancestors.  We 
do not believe in a faith vacuum.  The body of truth we profess as 
evangelical/orthodox/gospel-centered has been held to from day one. 
  

C. Our Word-Centeredness is global 
 
We believe the faith we hold to is being held to by the church global.  We are not an 
independent and isolated entity.  We have tentacles that reach back to the 1st century church 
and around this globe.  We are not an island unto ourselves.  We are a part of the body of 
Christ, the people of God, and we gladly call out to and confess with this church . . . 
 

There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as also you were called in 

one hope of your calling; 
one Lord, 
one faith, 

one baptism, 
one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all (Eph. 4:4-6). 

 
 
The story God wrote tells of His perfection and desire.  All that the reader needs to know, but 
not all that is knowable, is recorded in what He wrote and in what He does.  Both were perfect 
in their original form, but now contain imperfection due to translation and duplication.  This 
limitation does not keep the imaging from continuing so that those who read and see may 
understand and believe in the person and work of the author. 
 

• We are evangelical/orthodox/gospel centered 
 
The message we share is succinct and powerful, “He is risen; He is not here; Go and tell” 
(Mark 16:5-7).  After two centuries of development the Christian church blathers much and 
muddles greatly the pristine simplicity of the The Story’s message; “He is risen; He is not here; 
Go and tell”. 
 
Where else might we find such a message?  Should we search the world over and expose all 
thinking fabricated by the fallen mind of man, where might we find such a message?  “He is 
risen; He is not here.”  What critic can stand against the resilient strength of The Story?  Deny 
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its veracity; reject its simplicity; rebel against its authority; shun its beauty; but the integrity of 
its woof and fiber holds against the onslaught of the rebel’s heart.  They came to kill life and to 
extinguish light; yet from death comes life, and in the darkness comes light.   
 
Jesus Christ is the fullest and final embodiment of The Story written before the creation of 
anything outside of the Creator.  He is the promise fulfilled and the picture completed.  “He is 
risen; He is not here.”  Now what?  “Go and tell”.  With equal simplicity the believing has been 
entrusted with the divine mission, “Go and tell”.  Go where?  “Go into the world”.  And do 
what?  “Make disciples of all the nations, teaching them to observe all things”.  Go and tell the 
world, “He is risen; He is not here”.  O friend, we gather for worship and now we must scatter 
for mission.  The mission is to “go and tell He is risen; He is not here”.  We serve the risen 
Savior.  He is alive.   
 
Here is how the early Church captured the simplicity of The Story. 
 

“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen” (1 Tim. 1:17). 
 
“By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the 
flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed 
on in the world, Taken up in glory” (1 Tim. 3:16). 
 
4 “There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through 
all and in all” (Eph. 4:4-6). 
 
12 “giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in Light. 13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He 
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head of the body, 
the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will 
come to have first place in everything” (Col. 1:12-18). 
 
5 “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He 
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, 
and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 

and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 
(Phil. 2:5-11). 
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The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6) 
9 “Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will 
be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen” 
(Matt. 6:9-13). 
 
The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Lutheran Service Book, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2006), 159, 175, 192, 207; Lutheran Worship, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1982), 142, 167, 186; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has a slightly different text posted on their website, and the version 
used by the German Lutheran Trinity Church Melbourne is also slightly different. 

 
O how refreshing is this simple, yet profound articulation of The Story.  May we cease our 
striving for division and may we celebrate the richness and wealth of His body as it personifies 
The Story.  For you today as the confessing church, “He is risen; He is not here; Go and tell”. 
 

• We distinguish between essential/primary and secondary matters (Think of an 
outline). 

 

• “In essentials, unity, in doubtful matters, liberty, in all things charity.” 1627 Meiderlin 
 

• We are a teaching/learning fellowship. 
 (i.e. Our public platform proclamation is expositional.) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Do you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
2. Do you cherish the faith once delivered?  How are you showing your affection for the Lord 

and His Word?  Who are you “teaching”? 
 

“When all is said and done and your life on earth is finished and the dust settles over your lifeless 
carcass, the only thing that will matter is the unadulterated, undiluted, and undistracted worship of 

Jesus Christ.” 
 


